
                                         ABBOTT, William Henry Westlake 

 

 Private : London Regiment  2nd/7th Battalion.   

attached. 174th Infantry Brigade. Light Trench Mortar Battery  

Age: 27 Killed in action: 20/09/1917  

Service No: 35278  

Additional information: Son of Abraham and Mary Ann Abbott, of Woodrope Rd., Tollesbury, Maldon, Essex.  

He was born in Tollesbury enlisted  in 1915 and resided in East Ham.  He joined up in 1915.  He served with the 

trench mortar section. He was killed in action and served in France  & Flanders in the aftermath of the Third 
Battle of Ypres or "Passchendaele" 

2/7th (City of London) Battalion Territorial Force was formed in London in September 1914. By November 

1914, in 2/2nd London Brigade, 2/1st London Division. May 1915  formation became 174th Brigade, 58th 

Division.  

On 15th August 1914, orders were issued to separate the 'home service' men from those who had undertaken to 

serve overseas, with the intention of forming reserves made up of those who had not so volunteered. On 31st 

August, authority was given to establish a 2nd-Line Division for each of the 1st-Line where more than 60% of 

the men had volunteered. These Divisions were formed from late 1914, although the permissible strength of a 

2nd-Line unit was only half of the normal establishment. This was raised to full establishment early in 1915, 

after which many of them were sent overseas, with some playing important parts in the fighting. On 24th 

November 1914, it was decided to replace each overseas-service unit which proceeded abroad with its reserve 

unit; and directly this happened, a second reserve unit, or 3rd-Line, would be formed. 

After many of the original units of the First-Line London Division had been despatched for duties in Malta and 

France (by January 1915), the Divisional HQ and the remaining units transferred to join the newly-formed 

Second-Line 2/1st London Division. The artillery did not join the 2nd-Line Division until August 1915, when 

the Division was first concentrated near Ipswich. The Division was re-designated 58th Division in the same 

month. 

The Second-Line Territorial Force units were possibly the worst-off of all, as regards equipment and other 

supplies, especially artillery. It was not until mid-1916 that Lee-Enfield .303" rifles were received. The 

complete Division moved to France between 20th January and 8th February 1917, and thereafter served on the 

Western Front. 

 Following his death his parents received sympathetic letters from the Captain and one of his mates and they 

bore testimony to the esteem in which their son was held by the officers and men of his company. 



 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: XX. A. 19. 

Cemetery: TYNE COT CEMETERY 

'Tyne Cot' or 'Tyne Cottage' was the name 

given by the Northumberland Fusiliers to a 

barn which stood near the level crossing on 

the Passchendaele-Broodseinde road. The 

barn, which had become the centre of five or 

six German blockhouses, or pill-boxes, was 

captured by the 2nd Australian Division on 4 

October 1917, in the advance on 

Passchendaele. One of these pill-boxes was 

unusually large and was used as an advanced 

dressing station after its capture. From 6 

October to the end of March 1918, 343 graves were made, on two sides of it, by the 50th (Northumbrian) and 

33rd Divisions, and by two Canadian units. The cemetery was in German hands again from 13 April to 28 

September, when it was finally recaptured, with Passchendaele, by the Belgian Army. TYNE COT 

CEMETERY was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when remains were brought in from the battlefields of 

Passchendaele and Langemarck, and from a few small burial grounds. It is now the largest Commonwealth war 

cemetery in the world in terms of burials. At the suggestion of King George V, who visited the cemetery in 

1922, the Cross of Sacrifice was placed on the original large pill-box. There are three other pill-boxes in the 

cemetery. There are now 11,954 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated 

in Tyne Cot Cemetery. 8,367 of the burials are unidentified but there are special memorials to more than 80 

casualties known or believed to be buried among them. Other special memorials commemorate 20 casualties 

whose graves were destroyed by shell fire. The cemetery was designed by Sir Herbert Baker. The TYNE COT 

MEMORIAL forms the north-eastern boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery and commemorates nearly 35,000 

servicemen from the United Kingdom and New Zealand who died in the Ypres Salient after 16 August 1917 and 

whose graves are not known. The memorial stands close to the farthest point in Belgium reached by 



Commonwealth forces in the First World War until the final advance to victory. The memorial was designed by 

Sir Herbert Baker with sculpture by F V Blundstone. No. of Identified Casualties: 3588 
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